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Dear Friends,

When I was approached a month ago about writing this for our April newsletter, I was asked to
announce the final results of our yard sale, report on some local mission efforts and share plans
for our next Chiapas mission trip. I had no idea then how the coronavirus would change our lives.
Since we are not able to physically worship together now, I do have something I want to express
to you, so I welcome this opportunity to do so.
First I want to say how wonderfully generous you have been to our community. You have given
truck loads of nice things from your homes; you have worked hard every year to make our yard
sales and clothing giveaways successful; and you have, with kindness and respect, made so many
local families in need feel better about themselves and their future. I hope you know what a Shining Light you are. Covid-19 is temporary, but our Family of Faith is here to stay!
This year, the proceeds from our March yard sale were $10,409.58. That is amazing, considering
how many items were only 50 cents. But the most amazing thing is what that money can accomplish beyond the walls of FPC. We will be able to begin funding construction of a sanctuary for a
remote but enthusiastic Presbyterian congregation in one of the poorest areas in Chiapas. Locally,
we will continue to provide nonperishable food for Carver Height’s students who would go without meals on the weekends. Our mission funds can continue to locally support the Community
Soup Kitchen, Wayne Uplift, United Church Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Shiloh Farms
Ministry, the Community Crisis Center, the Salvation Army, the Flynn Home, among others.
With added support from the FPC Foundation, we can maintain partial funding for our Ramelim
Christian School in Kenya as they work to become self-sufficient. In 2005, FPC funded their first
classroom where there had been no school in that area. Now Ramelim’s 8th grade graduates are
attending high schools and one is in University! This is one of many success stories of FPC missions. Your Light continues to Shine near and far!
In February, we held our first interest meeting for the 2020 Chiapas mission trip. There were 13
who attended and showed genuine interest in going. Now, there is understandable concern about
the safety of traveling to Mexico. Our contact person, Ana Rosa Covaria, has confirmed that all
air travel into Mexico is restricted because of the coronavirus. Other mission teams have chosen
to wait until things return to normal, and she suggested that we do the same. So that is where we
are for now.
In the meantime, as a strong Family of Faith, let’s strive to stay in contact with each other, encourage each other, pray for each other, and look for inventive ways to share the love of Christ
from home. Be safe, stay well, and keep your Light Shining!
Love and prayers,
Ann Hunter
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Given the contagious nature of COVID-19,
the Session of First Presbyterian Church,
Goldsboro, decided to suspend on-site
church activities through Easter.
We will continue to uphold each other in
prayer and find ways to worship together at
home and online.
"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer." Romans 12:12

Online Worship
Please check your emails and website for
the Order of Worship each Sunday.
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A sincere thank you for all your kindnesses during my recent health
difficulties.
May God bless you all with peace and love. Thanks again.
Linda Stevens

Dear FPC family,
I would like to thank you for the beautiful flowers you sent me while I was in the
hospital at Chapel Hill. Also, thank you for all the cards, texts, and phone calls.
Your kindness was a source of encouragement and brightened my day. Most of all,
thank you for your prayers; it helped me get through the tough days.
You are all very special to me and I love each one of you. May God continue His
blessings on your lives.
Much love,
Ruth Smith

Online Giving is now available for FPC. You
may visit our website at fpcgoldsboro.org and click
on the online giving button, or you may simply text
your donation to 73256 and enter fpcgoldsboro as
your text.
Dates Available for Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to place flowers in the Sanctuary,
the following dates are available:
April 19, 28
May 3, 10, 31
July 12, 19
August 2, 9, 23, 30
Please contact Susan Stackhouse or
Ruth Smith in the church office if you are interested.

The Living Last Supper is not rescheduled. It is off
the calendar until further notice.

July 27-31, 2020
9:00 a.m. till noon
Please contact Mary Taneti if you
are available to volunteer.

There will be no Easter lily orders taken this year. We
apologize for the inconvenience.

