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Dear Church Friends,

While December is a month when God’s creation seems naturally to become more tranquil
and still, with animals scampering for food before hibernating and foliage shedding its sap
and the appearance of soul, with a quiet beauty settling over everything, however, this year
December meets us with much unsurety and anxiety. For one, we citizens of this great country
have been through one of the most malicious and fractious presidential elections in the history
of America, and we can only hope for a more civil bipartisanship in the immediate years
ahead. But, foremost, along with all the world, we continue to suffer through a pandemic of
unparalleled proportions and consequences. Our economy is crippled and personal misfortune has been devastating; COVID-19 has struck with no mercy and no let up. The calm and
solace of winter officially begins on December 21st, but how sad that this season that is associated with peace has become a season of panic.
Yet, as God’s people we have this message to joyfully receive and declare: “unto us a Savior
has been born in Bethlehem!” A Savior of “great power and glory” the Bible says; the King of
kings and Lord of lords, who so loves us that He left all the riches and splendor of heaven to
enter into our world of pain and suffering and weakness and warring. No matter what befalls, this is always the Good News to be heard and shared in the midst of life’s harsh winters
and barren wildernesses. “Heaven and earth may pass away,” but His words and His presence
will last forever, Jesus said. Let “Immanuel—God with us!” be that name and that promise
that is our sure and certain comfort, in this life and in the life to come. To God be all glory,
power and dominion forever! Amen.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
-Pastor Lonnie +

Church Poinsettias
In Honor or Memory
If you would like to place a name on the memorial or honor list and
share in the cost of the poinsettias, the cost will be $10.00 per name. You
may use the special envelopes provided on the receptionist’s desk or in the
Narthex or mail your request to the church. The deadline to turn in names is
December 7, 2020.
The proceeds from the poinsettia go to the PW Flower Fund to assist
with the purchase of the flowers that adorn our Church this Christmas season. The funds are also used to purchase flowers for our shut-ins, special
events, and other occasions throughout the year. Thank you for your support.

Date

Elders

Deacons

Dec. 6

Barbara Vinson

Toby Brown

Dec. 13

John Parker

Pam Jennette

Dec. 20

Kathryn Spicer

Tim Haithcock

Dec. 27

Borden Parker

TBD

Deacon-in-Charge: Michael Ellis
Co-Deacon: Coleen Leeper
Ushers: Tommy Fr anklin and J ohn Par ker IV

Angie Best
Joyce Pate

Please continue to pray for our
PNC as they search for a new
pastor for our church.

The 2020 Advent Devotionals are ready to be picked up
at the church office. Stop by and pick up your copy
today.

FPC Christmas Joy Project
We are excited to begin the joyous beauty of the Season with
our FPC Christmas Joy Project. This year we will have the opportunity to help two families in our community. One family has
three children and the other family has five. We will be able to
share joy and love to the families by providing much needed
clothes, food, other necessities, and maybe a few special
treats. If you are interested in helping these families, please
take a moment to check the Bulletin Board in the main hallway
next to the entry table. Please feel free to take a tag from the bulletin board and complete the
information sheet. All donations will be due Sunday, December 13. Please feel free to contact
Lisa Royall at lisaroyall1111@gmail.com with any questions or concerns.
A special thank you to all who participated in the Christmas
Child Shoebox project. Now more than ever, children need
great joy! You have given boys and girls in need a tangible expression of God’s love through a gift-filled shoebox.

December 1

Morning Circle

10:00 a.m.

December 7

Evening Circle

6:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.—Candlelight Communion Worship

2
3
5
8
9
10
12
14
18
20

Mrs. Suzanne Corbin
Mr. Malcolm Shearin
Mrs. Louise Huffman
Mr. Mark Metzler
Mr. Michael Jordan
Mr. Jim Neese
Mr. Thomas Suddarth
Ms. Margaret Deans
Mr. David Carlyle
Mrs. Pam Jennette
Mrs. Mary Ellis
Mrs. Brownie Doss

22
23

24
25
26
27
29
31

Mrs. Kim Brogden
Mrs. Sally Bardin
Mr. Paul Pittman
Mrs. Pamela Judkins
Mr. Blain Crocker
Rebekah Royall
Mr. Jimmy Huffman
Mrs. Phyllis Radford
Mrs. Jane Franklin
Mrs. Hettie Grisette
Mr. O.L. Starling

The Church Office will be closed Friday, December 25,
2020, and Monday, December 28, 2020, in observance of
the Christmas holidays. Also, the office will be closed
Friday, January 1, 2021.
The FPC staff wished you and your family a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

December 6
December 13

Officer training after Worship*
Officer training after Worship*

*11:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Lunch will be
provided
December 15
January 10

Combined Session and
Diaconate
Ordination and Installation

Class of 2023
Session
Barbara Bradshaw
Rosalyn Lomax
Bill Royall
Malcolm Shearin
James Spicer

Diaconate
Emily Byrd
Elva Graham
Nathan Johnson
Coleen Leeper
Charlie Rouse

