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First Presbyterian Church
Goldsboro, NC
Dear Ones,

Sally and I spent last week at the 15th annual gathering of the Sacred Order of Manischewitz, a tongue-in-cheek
name for a heart and soul group. We number around 20, come from all over the country, and are about half,
preacher types and the other half, normal. Most of the group have been present from the beginning, though
enough folks come and go to keep the pot well-stirred. We were gathered initially by Dr. Ben Johnson, a mentor, pastor, teacher, and friend who died in June, two years ago. He served for many years as a Professor of
Christian Spirituality at Columbia Theological Seminary in Atlanta.
We meet each April at Ignatius House, a beautiful retreat center in the wooded hills looking over the Chattahoochee River. We order our week around worship and study and quiet reflection. Worship includes the
chanting of psalms, singing of hymns, the reading of scripture, contemplative prayers, and, once a day, celebration of the Lord’s Supper and a sermon. We worship four times a day. Our study time centers on a theme for
the week. This year’s theme was “Creation and Re-creation.”
Each morning we hear a presentation on the theme, then divide into small groups for discussion. The afternoons are times of contemplative silence. So the schedule looks like this:
5:30 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 am
12:30 pm
1:30 p.m.
5:15 pm
6:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:00 pm

Worship (Vigils)
Worship (Lauds)
Breakfast
Presentation on Study Theme
Small Group Discussion
Lunch
Silent Contemplation
Worship (Vespers)
Dinner
Worship (Compline)
Happy Hour and/or bedtime

Days are long, but chocked full of meaning. Our rooms are tiny and monk-like, with a small bed, a desk, and a
simple chair, all wrapped in cinder block walls. Sally and I lodge across the hall from each other, which makes
visits convenient.

The first morning, I did find myself in the shower with our one bottle of shampoo across the hall in Sally’s
room. I peeked out the curtain onto the shelf above my sink to consider my options. They were: a little cake of
Cashmere Bouquet Soap, a cheap, Lava Soap-like hotel standard, or, my own tube of Colgate Optic White
Toothpaste. I shrugged my shoulders and squeezed out a dab of the latter. Based on the milky color of my
little remaining hair, it seems to have worked just fine.
I recommend this to you…..a retreat like this, and not the Optic White shampoo.
Love,
Bob

May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Rev. Bob Bardin
Rev. Bob Bardin
Rev. Bob Bardin
Rev. Bob Bardin

May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

ELDERS

Harold Rose
John Dees
Linda Brown
Sue Wooten

DEACONS

Ellen Best
Ellen Jordan
Rosalyn Lomax
Toby Brown

Deacons-in-Charge: Rosalyn Lomax
Co-Deacon: Cur tis Stackhouse
Ushers: Mar y, Vismai, and Vismitha Taneti, Buck Tate

Wanda Starling and Linda Stevens

1
2
4
7
9
11

Mr. Harold Ellsworth
Mr. Bill Royall
Mr. Randy Sauls
Mr. Rick Sumner
Mr. Wiley Leonard
Mr. George Joseph
Katie Graham
Mrs. Lillian Galloway

15
17
18
20
27
31

Mr. Steve Jara
Mary Scott Best
Mr. Brad Gurley
Mrs. Mary Taneti
Mr. Sam Korschun
Karis Hawkins
Mr. John Rowan

The First Presbyterian Church Education Fund has been established to support
FPC members to further their education. FPC seeks to nurture and support our young
members training for vocations and careers. The monetary award will depend upon the
amount of monies available and number of applicants selected. The application must be
submitted to the church office by May 7. Please mark it to the attention of the Education
Fund Committee. The monetary award will be mailed. No formal presentation will be
made.
A special Education Fund offering will be received on June 10, 2018.

Members of our FPC family who are graduating this
year from high school, college, or graduate school will be
recognized at Worship Service on June 10th If you are a
graduate, or a parent of a graduate, please contact Mary at
fpcgoldce@ncrrbiz.com. High school graduates please list
the school graduating from and the college you plan to
attend. College graduates, please list the college and the
degree you earned.

June 10, 2018

High school, college, or graduate school graduates will be recognized
at the Worship service on June 10th. A Bible will be presented to each
student. A picnic lunch will be provided by the Christian Education
committee.

Tuesday, 5-1
Wednesday, 5-2
Thursdays
Sunday, 5-6
Tuesday, 5-8
Sunday, 5-13
Tuesday, 5-15
Sunday, 5-20
Sunday, 5-27
Monday, 5-28

7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Committee Meetings
PW Celebration Dinner
Handbells (every Thursday)
Chancel Choir (every Thursday)
Sunday School
Worship/Sanctuary
Youth Group
Diaconate
Sunday School
Worship/Sanctuary
Session
Sunday School
Worship/Sanctuary
Youth Group
Sunday School
Worship/Sanctuary
Office Closed

Prayer Warriors are an important connection between the adults and youth of
our congregation. We encourage you to continue your prayers and your relationship
with all of our children. They are future disciples to spread the good news of God’s
love and salvation through belief in his son, Jesus Christ. Members of our congregation can assure parents we are a caring extended family through the Prayer Warrior
ministry. Please continue through the summer. You could encourage your child/
children to attend VBS and/or serve as a VBS volunteer. If you have any questions,
you may contact Ellen Best at 919-920-9211.

The members of the 2018 Chiapas
Mission team will be going to Mexico July
21—28. Please remember to pray for the
following team members: Bob Bardin,
Kim Brogden, Toby Brown, Sherman
Hawkins, Sam and Ann Hunter, Brenda
Nuncio, Teresa Smith, Mary Taneti, and
Vismai Taneti.
Brenda Nuncio has worked with our
Mission Committee on Farm Worker health
education in Wayne County. Last year she
and her co-worker, Louis Cruz, sent a large
number of new Spanish children’s books
with us to be distributed in the schools in
Chiapas. Brenda is a certified teacher and
mentors Latino girls in Wayne County and
in Raleigh. She herself is the daughter of
farm workers. She has just completed her
masters degree at NCState and is excited to
be able to join our team. Her fluent Spanish
will be a great help to us.

There is a need for many volunteers. If you are able to volunteer, please contact Mary Taneti.
Registration forms are online at
www.fpcgoldsboro.org. You
can also volunteer online.
Invite your friends and
neighbors.
VBS Workdays—June 14, 15, 16

June 18-22

9:a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Please come for an hour or more to
help

Presbyterian Women
Celebration Dinner

Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30
p.m. in McChesney Hall
Bring-a-Salad-or-Dessert Menu
Honorary Life Member will be
named.
Rev. Amanda Lomax will be guest speaker.
Nursery will be available.
Call the church office if needed.
Sign up at reception desk.
Come be a part of this special evening.
“Least Coin” Offering will be received.

2018 has been challenging, yet the staff and congregation of First Presbyterian Church have been
God's blessing for me. I was asked at Rex Heart Hospital, "who will Look after you?" and I always
replied "my church" and indeed you have. I appreciate your love for my father, Ed Bass, who peacefully passed away April 12th.
I am very gracious for the food, flowers, visits, gifts and most of all, seeing you every Sunday morning, where I am reminded (Psalm 96: 13) "Let all creatio n rejo ice befo re the LORD, fo r he co m es, he
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness."
Warmly, Bob Bass

It was a blessing to have FPC think of me during my convalescence. Thank you all for the prayers, cards, food, and visits. God is good!
Love, Louise Huffman

Troy and Joyce Pate

Mother’s Day—May 13, 2018

If you would like to place flowers in the
Sanctuary, the following dates are available:

July 1, 15, 22, 29
Please contact
Susan Stackhouse (919) 734-3006
or
Ruth Smith (919) 734-5392.

May 20th New Members will be received.

Please pray for the following Montreat
participants who will be going to the
Montreat Conference Camp June 3-9, 2018:
High School: Vismai Taneti, Vismitha
Taneti and Hunter Wilson
Middle School: Katie Graham
Chaperones: Mary Taneti and Elva Graham

The church office will be closed on
Monday, May 28th in observance of
Memorial Day. Trust you have a safe
and happy holiday.

