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Greetings, Friends and Members of First Presbyterian Church, Goldsboro!
This early morning sitting in my office at the church, now a couple of weeks since I’ve arrived, I’m thinking to myself: “Here I am, called to this godly place and to these good people—and I have yet to worship with them in their
beautiful sanctuary, or have had coffee and refreshments with them in their spacious Fellowship Hall, or served
alongside them in the work of their committees and ministries, let alone visit with them and hold their hands while
I pray with them in their homes and residences.” Indeed, how the COVID-19 virus has affected us as the Church!
With businesses and schools and parks and community centers closed, things have been so quiet around the town
of Goldsboro, and everywhere. Though we are slowly seeing the start of hustle and bustle again, First Presbyterian
Church remains temporarily closed. A recently appointed Session task force on reopening the church is busy at
work, but until safe and responsible policies and protocols are soon in place, for the most part all is quiet at the
church, with not a creature stirring—not even a church mouse! (Though there was a church squirrel in the kitchen
last week keeping socially distant.)
So, what does a new preacher do in an empty church, all alone in the morning or in the building late at night?
Well, come along with me … as I walk the halls … and open doors to closets; dart in and out of storerooms and
unmarked hideaways; stand and look about in the youth lounge; walk into the children’s classrooms and the Adult
Sunday school rooms; sing ‘Amazing Grace’ a cappella in the choir room; enter carefully into the church parlor;
let out echoes of praise in the voluminous fellowship hall; wind through the kitchen and open cupboards and containers; study the pamphlets and informational material displayed in the church’s welcoming areas; from the narthex I stroll through the sanctuary touching every pew down the long center aisle as I pray and imagine them full
again; browse the books and resources in the church library; pray the Lord’s prayer in the chapel; open back doors
and side doors and peer out at the playgrounds and gardens and expanse of the church’s land and property. (Alone,
I wouldn’t dare descend into the bowels of the church basement!)
In other words, in this COVID-19-induced stillness… well, I’m just being plain nosey! But, really, I’m wandering
around trying to pick up vibes, energies, auras, hopes and dreams, griefs and sorrows, frustrations and disappointments, joys and celebrations, all in the attempt of letting FPCG sink into me. I am overcoming evil with good and
receiving this isolation time as a gift. God is powerfully with me in my quiet, reflective, walkabouts in the church
to strengthen me and confirm to me a vision of ministry that I believe God has for First Presbyterian Church.
The many happenings and goings-on and impact that I picture for this congregation are intense. I identify with that
scene in scripture where Jesus wept over the city and said, “O Jerusalem! If you, even you, had only
known” (Luke 19:42). In fact, I stood on that very spot on the Mount of Olives where Jesus made this cry, and this
morning as I write I feel a similarly strong emotion: “O First Presbyterian Church, Goldsboro, if only we could
be together, to envision and embrace the possibilities and opportunities that lay ahead for us in work and witness
and ministry!”
Truly, I delight to be here with all of you as we reemerge from the COVOD-19 containment, and when we can
partner together fully in the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To God be the glory, now and forever!
-Pastor Lonnie +
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The Session is appointing a Task Force to discuss reemergence of
Worship services. There will be updates as the information becomes
available. Thank you for your patience and understanding during this
time.

Saturday, June 13 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Ice Cream Social is being planned by the Christian
Education Committee outside. There will be a variety
of individually wrapped ice cream to choose from.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

July 27-31, 2020
9:00 a.m. till noon

We are planning to have VBS if everything
continues to improve and if we feel that it is safe
for the children and adults
Updates will be posted on online.

Celebrating our graduates on Graduation Sunday, June 7, 2020 (Online)

Congratulations 2020 Graduates!
High School Graduates:
Frank Sanborn Best Jr. gr aduated from Wayne Countr y Day and will attend College of
Charleston, SC.
Grace Boros gr aduated from Wayne School of Engineer ing and will attend Nor th
Carolina State University School of Design.
Bess Augustine Gibson gr aduated from Easter n Wayne High School and will attend
North Carolina State University.
Hunter Thomas Wilson gr aduated from Wayne School of Engineer ing and will attend
East Carolina University.
College Graduates:
Katlyn Alexandra Gibson gr aduated from Campbell School of Phar macy and Health
Science with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree.
Rebekah Brianne Perez gr aduated from East Carolina Univer sity with a Doctor of
Audiology degree.

First Presbyterian Church Memorials
Tom Bradshaw
Undesignated:
Al and Hettie Grisette
Wilson and Susan Stackhouse

Mike Ellis
Undesignated:
Al and Hettie Grisette

Shirley Pate Keen Narron (Troy Pate’s Sister)
Undesignated:
Donna Hopewell
Randy Byrd
Undesignated:
Joyce and Troy Pate
Frank and Missy Best

Joyce Starling
Scholarship Fund:
Joyce and Troy Pate
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Shearin
Jack and Ellen Best
Jay and Kathy Best
Anna Best
Frank and Missy Best
William and Vivian Martin
Wilson and Susan Stackhouse
James and Kathryn Spicer

2020 Summary of Operating Budget Total Revenue & Expenses
This is the most current information available thru April 2020. If you would like a more detailed
budget, please see Jean Whitaker in the office and she will gladly provide that information or
answer any questions.
Total Revenue as of April 30, 2020
Total Expenses as of April 30, 2020
Net Profit

$ 175,996
153,183
$ 22,813
(42,134) Deferred Prepays for 8 months

Actual Net Loss
Offering for April 2020 - $ 19,950

(19,321)

