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Dear Friends,
Have you ever heard tell of a possessed computer? I do believe that mine is in need of some sort of
exorcism. A few weeks ago, the screen of my laptop began randomly dancing, the cursor racing
back and forth like a calf let out of a stall. Using my superior technological diagnostic skills, I
concluded, “this is the calf-let-out-of-the-stall-syndrome.” No worries, though. I resorted to my
go-to strategy to fix most anything: Turn it off. Turn it back on. Presto change-o, it worked!
For a while. Then, maddeningly, the cursor resumed its Pong game. This usually happened at
the absolute worst time, say, when I was writing a sermon. So if you’ve noticed a decline in sermon quality control lately, it’s all attributable to this. I made two extended SOS calls to the Apple
Rev. Dr. Bob Bardin help desk. These consisted mainly of me saying, “Huh?” and “Pardon me?” and “Sorry, could you
repeat that?” over and over again. After an extended time on hold, during which I got to choose
what music I would listen to, “modern”, classical, jazz, or silence (guess which one I chose) the on line tech
handed down his prescription: a trip to the Apple Store to see a technician. Oh boy.
On Monday, my day off, I parked the car and Sally and I headed into Crabtree Valley Mall. I noticed immediately that it was…how shall I say this, delicately…..just like Berkeley Mall….if you’re Mr. Magoo and have lost
your glasses. The closer we got to the Apple Store, the greater my dread. Why? Every male knows that there is
one basic, foundational principle of maleness. “Thou shall not appear stupid.” I was uneasy because my
knowledge of computers only slightly exceeds that of my Father-in-law, who refers to everything technological
with two words: “your facebooks and your ipods.” If you’ve ever been in an Apple Store, I don’t need to tell
you that the place was packed, noisy, lined on both walls by expensive devices, and that Sally and I tripled the
average age when we walked in. Overhearing the strange conversations, I knew immediately that I was out of
my element. Example: “I’ll see you your gigabyte and raise you one RAM ROM.” Or something like that.
There were lots of tech savvy Apple associates roaming around. I could tell that they were computer literate
because they wore skinny jeans and used the word, “like”…like, all the time. And they carefully avoided the
two lost senior citizens in the front of the store as they whispered into their Dick Tracy talking watches,
“Warning….like, it’s Mr. and Mrs. Magoo…..like…at the front of the store.”
Well, I’ll spare you the embarrassing details. Suffice it to say that when I was escorted up to the Apple Store
Genius Bar (I’m not making that up…there really is a Genius Bar) my computer behaved perfectly…OF
COURSE….and my personal technician absolutely bit a hole in his cheek to keep from laughing while I shattered the foundational principle of maleness attempting to describe possession so severe that my computer had
done everything but spin its head around. “No worries,” as they say. He boxed it up and sent it off to the facebooks ipods factory, where, a week later, it sits waiting for a priest. When it finally comes back, my sermons
will be better. I promise.
You know what I realize? There are people…and an increasing number of them… who feel every bit as uncomfortable walking into a church as I do an Apple Store. All our lingo, from narthex to nave, from chancel to
columbarium sounds like geek speak to them. I wonder how we are to reach them? I wonder what you think,
what your ideas might be? I’ll tell you this: those who cared for us at the Apple Store were just as welcoming, as
kind and understanding as they could be. Why, by the end of my hour and a half visit, I felt like, right at home.
The foundational principle? “Thou shalt welcome the stranger.” Thank you for being so good at this.
I hope to see you on Sunday, if not before, when I’ll see you your nave and raise you a chancel.
Warmly,
Bob

Reminder to PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN! Every woman who attends First Presbyterian is
a member of Presbyterian Women. As a new calendar year begins, please consider joining
PW for meetings or for opportunities to serve. The General Meeting of daytime circles (1 and
2) begins with coffee fellowship in McChesney Hall on the first Tuesday of the month at 10
followed by a brief meeting in the Chapel with a Bible study on this year's theme of Psalms.
Then Circles 1 (Kathryn Spicer, Chair, Library) and Circle 2 (Evelyn Rose, Chair, Conference
Room) hold their brief meetings. Circle 4 (Linda Brown, Chair) meets the first Monday evening of the month at 6:30 in McChesney Hall and Conference Room with Bible study by the
same leader as morning circles. Barbara Ann Vinson and Jane Franklin co-chair the At-Large
Circles for those who do not come to meetings but like to participate in PW work such as
flowers from the retable, Chancel Guild, meals for shut-ins, funeral receptions or meals, and
projects like the Mission Yard Sale, Merry Market, and Bake Sale. Every woman is always
invited to whichever meeting fits her schedule or whichever service opportunities she feels
called to support! Women, please join in the joy of PW activities in 2017! You're already a
member of PW!

Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership

Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership is presented for outstanding service and
leadership in the church. It is presented to a woman chosen by those who know her for her commitment to Christ and the mission of the church.
Nominations forms for this honor must be completed and returned no later than February 20th.
The forms are on the credenza in the reception area and may be placed in the PW box in the
church office or mailed to: Suzanne Corbin, 127 Meadow Lark Road, Goldsboro, NC 27534.

Circle 4 will meet on Monday,
February 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Circles 1 and 2 will meet on Tuesday,
February 7 at 10:00 a.m.
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It is Yard Sale time and donations are needed and greatly
appreciated! Our Annual Missions Yard Sale is always a big event
and we want this year’s sale to be a success. Please mark your
calendars for Saturday, March 4!
If you have items that are too large to bring in yourself,
please call the church and a pick-up will be arranged.
Volunteers are needed as well. We will need helpers to
prepare ahead of the sale and to work on the day of the sale. Please call the church and let
us know if you are willing to help.

Wouldn’t you like to go on a mission trip?
As a continued mission outreach, we are planning to travel to
Chiapas, Mexico on June 17-24, 2017. Save the date and
make plans to go. We need you.

An informational interest meeting will be held February 26 after
worship in the conference room. Coming to this meeting does not
commit you to the trip. Come see what it is all about. You will
love it.
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Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26

Dr. Bob Bardin
Dr. Bob Bardin
Dr. Bob Bardin
Dr. Bob Bardin

Feb. 6
Feb. 13
Feb. 20
Feb. 27

Scott Gibson
Dan Blackshear
Jewel Sauls
John Dees

Robin Wilson
John Parker
Hettie Grisette
Phyllis Patterson

Deacon-in-Charge: Curtis Stackhouse
Co-Deacon: Phyllis Patterson
Ushers: Sam Hunter, Sue Wooten, Dillon
Wooten, Wilson Stackhouse
Chancel Guild: Barbara Bradshaw and Lisa Royall

Dates Available for Sanctuary Flowers
February 12, 19, 26, March 19, 26, April 23, 30
Please contact Susan Stackhouse or the church office if you are
interested in placing flowers in the Sanctuary.

Foundation News
The Foundation of First Presbyterian Church annually
provides gifts and support for worthy causes, and it is time for
all interested parties to make application for this support. The
Foundation funds cannot be used for operating expenses of the
church. Only benevolent and non-operating “causes” can
receive gifts, such as local and foreign missions, Christian
educational support, and special music worship enhancement. All requests should be
submitted using an FPC Foundation Grant Application, and these applications are available from the church office. All requests should be submitted no later than March 31, 2017
to The Foundation of First Presbyterian Church, C/O First Presbyterian Church, 1101 East
Ash Street, Goldsboro, N.C. 27530.
If you would like to make a memorial contribution to the FPC Foundation,
brochures and envelopes are available. Your gift will be wisely invested in God’s
service.

Birthdays
1
2
4
5
6
7
9
11
12

Ms. Ginny Herrett
Mrs. Hope Derby
Ms. Leslie VanHoy
Mrs. Jewel Sauls
Mr. Stephen Stackhouse
Mr. Borden Parker
Mrs. Edna Rogers
Bob Bardin
Vismitha Taneti
Mrs. Anne Fidler
Mrs. Katherine Parker
Mr. Milt Hendrixson
Mr. Ron Jennette
Mr. Jay Best
Mr. Norman Goss
Mr. Lee Coward

15
16
18
19
23
24
25
26
27
28
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Mrs. Kathryn Spicer
Morgan Jeffreys
Mrs. Mary Hope Crocker
Mrs. Leslie Hunter
Mr. Jim Parker
R.J. Parker
Mr. Troy Pate, Jr.
Dr. Charlotte Campbell
Mr. Will Spicer
Mrs. Christine Coward
Mr. Gary Patterson
Mr. Ed Bass
Mrs. Ellen Henderson
Caroline Suddarth

PP&K was established in 1950 by several churches in our community. Saralynn
Vied currently serves as school director, supported by a staff of ten teachers. The school is
governed by a Board of Directors, and each supporting church has positions on the Board
for lay persons and staff.
One important mission of the Board of Directors is to have the highest quality of
education possible for PP&K students, while having the most reasonable tuition price in
our area, which allows the school to reach as many students as possible. Support of churches and community is critical to the success of this mission.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church hosts Protestant classes. Supporting churches
include: First Christian Disciples of Christ, First Presbyterian, St. Luke United Methodist,
St. Paul United Methodist, and St. Stephen’s Episcopal.
Checks may be made to Protestant Preschool & Kindergarten and are 100% taxdeductible. A special offering will be received on February 12th to benefit the school’s
scholarship fund, which supports qualified, deserving students.

VBS ~ July 10-14, 2017~9:00 a.m.
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is always a time of creativity and
fun. Usually designed as an easy way to invite new families to
church, and to directly share the gospel with children, VBS is a
yearly favorite for First Presbyterian. As a Mighty Fortress volunteer, you will be rewarded daily as you help lead the children through the week of activities. FPC really needs your
help. Please pray about this opportunity to help with VBS. If
you can serve all five days or just a few hours, it would be
great to have you volunteer. Save the date and please plan to
support VBS at your church this summer. Contact Mary Taneti
with any questions or concerns.

Montreat High School Conference
“Missing the Peace”
July 16-22, 2017
Montreat Conference Center
Rising 9th -12th Graders

Montreat Middle School Conference
“Hope is Happening”
July 19-23, 2017
Maryville College
Rising 5th -8th Graders

This conference is a unique gathering of
young people from all over the country
for a week of study, worship, and recreation. Activities include: morning energizers, music, keynote, small group meetings, afternoon recreation activities, and
evening worship. Pastor Bob and Sally
will be chaperones.

At Montreat, their hope is to let the students
know that they belong to God and have value as children of God. They hope to create
an environment that promotes independent
thinking and choice-making skills. Also their
hope is to give the youth the tools to discern
healthy peer relationships. Visit http://
www.montreat.org/middle/ for more details.

Interested in a weekend filled with devotion, service and worship?
Urban Plunge: Middle & High School Youth Weekend Mission Trip
Friday, September 29 through Sunday, October 1
CROSS is Myers Park Presbyterian Church unique urban outreach ministry.
Combine worship, reflection and service.
Serve others morning and afternoon.
Reflect and celebrate through morning and evening worship.
Save the date and sign up by February 15.
Pastor Bob and Mary Taneti will serve as chaperones.

Church-wide Super Bowl Party
February 5, 2017 @ 6:00
Gym
Bring Potluck Snacks

Sunday, February 19th @ 6:00 p.m.
Ladies, you are invited to a special
dinner prepared by Men of the
Church. Mark your calendar and
make plans to attend.
As you enjoy an evening of fine dining, childcare
will be provided by the FPC youth as a fundraiser
for the youth group’s summer camps. Let’s support
our FPC young people on February 19th.

The Ironmen (Men of the Church) will meet
on Wednesday, February 8th and 22nd
at 6:30 a.m. in the Conference room. We
will continue a study on Nehemiah by
James Montgomery Boice. It will be led
by Michael Jordan. All men are invited to
attend.

5:30 p.m. Family Fellowship Dinner (potluck)
6:15
Music and Worship (all ages)
6:30
Bible study for children and youth
6:30
Pastor’s Bible study for adults
Please note: Childcare is available for
infants and toddlers from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

February Calendar
1
2
5
6

7
8
9
12
14
15
16
19
21
22
23

26
28

5:30
6:00
7:00
9:00
10:00
10:00
6:30
10:00
5:30
7:00
6:30
5:30
6:00
7:00
9:00
10:00
11:15
4:00
7:00
5:30
6:00
7:00
9:00
10:00
6:00
7:00
6:30
5:30
6:00
7:00
9:00
10:00
11:15
10:00
10:30

Wednesday Night Fellowship
Handbells
Choir
Sunday School
Worship
Super Bowl Party
Congregational Nurture Meeting
Circle 4 meeting
Circles 1 & 2 meeting
Personnel
Committee Meetings
Ironmen Bible Study
Wednesday Night Fellowship
Handbells
Choir
Sunday School
Worship
Congregational Meeting
Memorials Committee Meeting
Diaconate
Wednesday Night Fellowship
Handbells
Choir
Sunday School
Worship
Ladies’ Dinner
Session
Ironmen Bible Study
Wednesday Night Fellowship
Handbells
Choir
Sunday School
Worship
Mexico Mission Trip Interest Meeting
PWCT
Staff Meeting

